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In mitigation of Roger's harshness It will be
remembered that in those days there was no such
practice as insurance against burglary. Indeed,
it was Roger (always original) who started the
habit, and he had to go to Lloyd's to get it
done.
' It's the most barefaced thing I ever knew/
he added. The plate-basket, indeed, with all the
spoons, forks, salt-cellars and pepper-pots of
Roger's menage, had been rived practically from
under the nose of the intoxicated Smith snoring
on the turn-up bedstead in his own pantry. He
had still been asleep, Indeed, with a glass and
empty whisky bottle by his bedside, when the
page-boy entered in the morning.
Smith having withdrawn to his pantry, with
his tail between his legs, Roger repaired to his
bedroom, where in the four-poster his wife still
lay thinking about less than usual, and put the
matter in a few forcible words.
* Oh ! Roger, what a pity ! Such an amiable
man. The children will be very upset.9
c Fiddlesticks !' said Roger. * I must go out
and see the police. But they're no good. Precious
little chance of getting anything back/
Mrs. Roger remained lying, flat as ever. She
had been married to him seventeen years, and If
she now had a life of her own, no one knew where
she kept it.
Smith, on the other hand, upright in his shirt-
sleevesj had an expression on his broad and